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THii I3JILAS— EEDXJER AFFAIR 


I. Almost one year after he «u center of ns Jar Yugoslav in- 
ternal policy dispute, Rilovan Bellas— < -ex- Vice President of 
Yugoslavia sad formerly oee of "Big Four "—stands accused of 
criminally Mklac propaganda against state. Accused with 
him, and responsible for the blow-up coming at this tints, 
is his strong supporter, Vladimir Bedijer— Central Committee 
member and Tito's official biographer. 


A, The original "DJilaa Affair** had its origins la series 
articles by DJI las, published from Oct '93 to early Jan 
*34. DJilaa, who was then boon of party's propaganda 
activities, proposed greater "political democracy** for 
Yugoslavia, 

1. Proposal brought basic Ideological dispute late opens 
/ a.) Oa one hand, Tito and party leader* knew that 

/ following Shi vlet system in Yugo could only lead 


/ 


\ A 





to rigid bureaucracy, Banco must develop sene 
^democracy," starting in economic sector. 

Resile tically realised, however , that political 
control must remain with party, since Yugos, 
if given chance, would rejeat socialism, Bald 
that "political democracy" could cone only after 
economic system was fully socialist. 


b.) Djilas on the other hand, told that no "democracy" 
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could develop while party kept political control. 
Believing Togo* already had accepted socialise t 
he proposed establishment of competing political 
groups* Result lag free political d±*euwio#, is 
Djilas* view* would be only my to tied proper 
economic fores* 

2, Party leaders originally swallowed Dallas' articles 
which, is double talk, soused see© as own line plugging 
greater economic "democracy,** 

a, ) Woke up only when OJilas started attack on snobbery 

of Party wives and sybaritic lives of bureaucratic 
party leaders* 

b. ) Seld Central Corns! ttee dissuasion, condemned 

Bjilae* views, relieved kirn of all party and 
governsent posts. 

3, Only important party member who supported Djilas was 
Dedijer. Dedijer continued as Central Committee som- 
ber, although dropped from foreign policy post in 
Parliament. 

luring intervening months, controversy lay dormant; Djilas 
turned in party card in April *54. As private cl tinea, 
lived on government pension, doing translation work. 

Dedijer taught at Belgrade thiiversity, claimed he was out 
of political work. 

1* Although Tito said Djilas was politically dead, he 
obviously was not. His stand for more "political 
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teiocracy" was known 1ft Tage*lifl* »<* was propagated 
abroad through interviews with visiting foreign 
politicians, Journalists. 

2, Bedljer *s con tinned support for Bjilas* Ideas also 
known. Rumors la Belgrade political clrclaft said the 
two mas ware slowly waking political comeback, 

II. Affair was rewired on *7 »ovw*b*r,'M whe* party Ceatral Com- 
mittee met just before Tito's departure for Xadla. 

A. Some leaders appareatly felt bills* views still too promi- 
nent, decided Bedljer should toe disciplined. 

1, batter was subject to party discipline, since still 
Central Committee member, whereas Bjllas oaly a 
private citisen. 

2, Tito oiEpectittg reporcusslons among younger party ele- 
ments, nay well haws planned action for time when be 
•way on trip, thus dissociating self from move, also 
reemphasising its routine nature. 

B. Party Control Commission met U7 Bee *54} to see whether 

Oedljer still supported Bjllas' views. 

1. Bedljer challenged committee's competence to question 
him, walked out of mooting. 

2. Then nought out teeters correspondents in gfpPXt&t 
attempt to gain support through foreign press, 

3. Bjllas also gawe interview to Vectors correspondent, 
said government controlled by "undemocratic forces," 
time had come tor formation of second socialist party. 
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C. Vice-President Kardelj publicly blasted both »e» oa 

27 bee *54, accusing tbe* of blackuailiag country, awJer- 

mining Togo foreign policy, 

1, 28 Pee *54 proposal to strip Dedijer of party posts 

followed by renewal of parliamentary iawmlty free 
prosecution, 

2-, Trial now bets* prepared for both aea on charges of 
propagandising against state, 

111, Consequences of affair can be considered under following headings: 

A , Foreign Policy— so change, 

1, Can discount Dedijer *s sectional clain that sore against 
bis is result of cosslwsnce between VSm end Togo psrty 
for purge of those behind *48 break, 

2, Djilas discounts any such Soviet iafluence, calls effair 
strictly an intra-psrty struggle, 

3, Soviet reaction United to reporting without consent. 

B. party and regine stability— no threat, 

1. Top Tug© leaders , including army, remain loyal to 
regine , 

2. Party sesbera supporting Djilas* ideas do sot occupy 
positions of power —are aaialy Junior party e lemon to 
such as students, writers, intellectuals , 

3. Actually , regins is less worried about aay eacess of 

liberal inclination among regional Communist Party 

loaders than it is by an opposite desire of those 

leaders to return to sore rigid, authoritarian systes 
of past. 
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C. ideology — con tinned dilemma. 

1. So net ter how effectively mem arm silenced, ideological 
dispute will continue. 

2. Gjilan realizes party is wrong, for as loot as it con- 
trols all power, a© "democracy** can start. 

3. Party realizes GJilas is wrong, for concession of 
political power sow would seaa end of Communis t program 
in Yugoslavia. 

D„ The regime nay react to this unforeseen public revival of 

the Gjilan affair as follows t 

1. Bash up the case, possibly even dropping all criminal 
charges against the two set, The criminal case was 
apparently cooked up without Tito’s knowledge. 

2. Slight retrenchment in civil liberties, reversing 
tendency of recent years, however , the regime will 
try to avoid more obnoxious police techniques. 

3. Mild, fairly snail purge of lower -level party members 
who have deviated too far toward Gjilan * views. 

4. General tightening of party discipline, particularly 
in press, universities, etc. 

1. Tito regime will continue development its own brand of 

"Yugoslav socialism.** 

1. Kardelj's speech (27 Gee *34), which sharply condemned 
Gjilan and Gedi jer, nonetheless renf firmed more 'liberal* 
recent government and party policies. 
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m„) role 1* to resain one of persuasion , not 

of forcible direct loo. 

b. ) cooperation with other socialist parties is to 

continue • 

c. > Peasant collectives are out—were wrong to begin 

with-- cooperative* of Pester* type are eventual 
answer fear socialising agriculture, 

2, Begine will probably continue such policies* in attespt 
to prove that "denocracy” can first cose in the economy * 
even though the party retains all political power. 
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